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Ch. 32: World War II Notes

Section 1: Hitler’s Lightning War

Using the surprise attack blitzkrieg “lightning war” strategy Hitler invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. He used fast moving airplanes and tanks followed by the infantry. He took over the western ½ of Poland and Stalin took the Eastern ½.   France and Great Britain declare war on Germany 3 days later.

For about 7 months after the invasion of Poland it was known as the phony war. France stationed their troops along the Maginot Line fortifying Frances border with Germany. But they mostly just sat there looking at each other.
Germany then invades France after going through Belgium, General de Gaulle fled to London and France surrendered.  Via radio he insisted the people of France resist. 

The Prime Minister of G. Britain, Winston Churchill, declared that they would continue fighting. As a result Germany starts a bombing campaign known as the Battle of Britain. Hitler eventually stops because he could not defeat the British resistance. 

Germany and Italy attack Northern Africa and the Mediterranean Great Britain fights back. Hitler invades the Balkans so that he can use them as stepping stones to attack the Soviet Union. 
Operation Barbarossa was the beginning of the Blitzkrieg attack on the Soviet Union. They were completely unprepared, the red army had 5 million soldiers, but they were poorly trained.  The Germans pushed 500 miles into the Soviet Union, the Russians retreating burning and destroying everything along the way. Soon winter came, the Germans only had summer clothing, weapons and oil froze Hitler commanded that there would be no retreat. They did not reach Moscow.
The U.S. met with Great Britain and came up with the Atlantic Charter which upheld free trade among nations and it was the right of the people to choose their own government. A German u-boat fired on a U.S. Destroyer thus starting an undeclared naval war with Germany.

Section 2: Japan Strikes in the Pacific

Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto said that the U.S. Pacific fleet in Hawaii must be destroyed. December 7, 1941 Japanese soldiers attacked Pearl Harbor, disabling and destroying many ships. It was declared a “date that will live in infamy”. 
Japan then attacked Guam, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Malaya and many other Pacific countries.  During the Bataan Death March P.O.W.’s were forced to march and tortured along the way. 

The U. S. and the allies are slowly able to attack Japan. On Midway Island Admiral Nimitz knew a large Japanese fleet was about to attack the U.S. airfield, he was outnumbered 4 to 1. Nimitz hid his men and let the Japanese attack first, then the air force surprised them and took out most of their planes and even aircraft carriers. Japan had to retreat, the battle of Midway turned the tide against the Japanese. 

General Douglas MacArthur had a plan of island hopping, where he would attack Japanese islands that were not well defended first. At the Battle of Guadalcanal the allies easily landed and took the island, but the Japanese said they would defend the island to death, the battle lasted 6 months and was called the “island of death”. 
Section 3: The Holocaust
Nazi’s said that Aryans were the master race and that all others, especially Jews were inferior, this would cause the Holocaust.
The Nuremberg Laws took citizenship, jobs and property away from the Jewish people, they also had to wear a yellow star on the outside of their clothes so that everyone would know they were Jewish. 
A 17 year old Jewish boy found out that his father was going to be deported and shot someone in the German Embassy. When the Nazi’s heard this they attacked Jewish homes and businesses, killing many. This is known as Kristallnacht “night of broken glass” because of all the shattered glass in the street afterwards. Soon after many Jews fled from Germany but many countries would not allow many Jews in.  As a result Hitler put the remaining Jews into ghettos, segregated Jewish areas. Many Jews dies from starvation, disease and exposure. Hitler decided that the Jewish people were not dying fast enough for he created a plan called the Final Solution, a program of genocide. Jewish people were rounded up like animals forced into concentration camps or slave labor prisons. Most of these camps were in Germany or Poland.  Eventually the Nazis built extermination camps with gas chambers. As soon as the Jews arrived at the camp they were separated, weak from stronger. The weak went to take showers, but were actually killed immediately when gas instead of water came out of shower heads. 
6 million Jewish people were killed, only 4 million European Jews survived. 

